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# Idea of Socialism and the Indian National Congress: The Nehru Imprint

The word socialist came into being in our Constitution in 1977. Until then there was nothing in the Constitution that expressly spelt out the ideal. This, however, does not mean that the idea of socialism (as much as secularism and national unity being the two other insertions into the Preamble in that instance) was, in any sense, alien to the constitutional scheme and the making of the Constitution. This was clarified in the Statement of Objects and Reasons for the Constitution (Forty-second Amendment) Act, 1976.2
The Constitution (Forty-first Amendment) Act, 1976, among many things, added socialist and secular to the Preamble of the Constitution. From being a Sovereign Democratic Republic, the Indian nation came to be defined as Sovereign Socialist Secular Democratic Republic. This part of the amendment came into effect on January 3, 1977.
The amendment, as such, meant a lot of things so far as the Constitution and the scheme were concerned. Commended and passed in times when the democratic structure was under attack from the ruling establishment under Indira Gandhi, and the higher judiciary having allowed itself to be emasculated by the executive and the two Houses of Parliament as well as the legislative assemblies in all the states being reduced to Indira Gandhi's fief, the amendment and the changes it brought about in the Constitution had left a lot to be desired. The fact is